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(54) METHOD OF SELECTING STRUCTURE OF CARBON NANOTUBE THROUGH 
PHOTOIRRADIATION 
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(57) A method for selectively obtaining carbon nan- 
otubes having specific etrurtures by selectively obtain- 
ing carbon nanotubes having structures different from 
the structures ot the carbon nanotubes to be vanished 
by Irradiating carbon nanotubes with a light beam of sin- 
gle wavelength ao 88 to have carbon nanotubes In spe- 
cific electron slates In Ihe excited stales, and oxidizing 
and combusting the carbon nanotubes In the exited 
states by an oxygen oran oxidizing agent so as to vanish 
the same, 
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D<8criptign 
Technical Field 

[0001} The present Invention relates to a method tor 
sslacting structures for carbon nanotubes by the light 
Irradiation, More speolfically, the present Invention re- 
lates to a method for selecting structures for carbon na- 
notubes by the light Irradiation, capable of selectively 
obtaining only carbon nanotubes having specific struc- 
tures by the light Irradiation and the combustion at a low 
tempsraturo. 

Background Art 

[0002] Since the discovery of the carbon nanotube, 
Its application to electronic semlconductora, electronic 
devices, or other fields has been etronflly expected, and 
various studies have been carried outby a large number 
of researchers, 

t0003] Among the carbon nanotubes, for example, a 
single-wall carbon nanotube has a shape with a piece 
of a graphite sheet comprising a six membsred ring of 
carbons rolled \m a cylinder. Depending on the rolling 
style of the graphite sheet, that is, the diameter of the 
carbon nanotube and the chlrality (helical degree), the 
conductivity of the carbon nanotube differs completely 
so as to provide a metal or a semiconductor. 
[0004] However, according to the production method 
for carbon nanotubes so far, the diameters or the chlral- 
Itlee of the carbon nanotubes to be produced cannot be 
controlled so that only Inhomogeneous ohes can be ob- 
tained, and thus the dlrferonca of the conductivity of the 
carbon nanotubes provided by the diameters Of the ohl- 
ralities has not been uilli^ed sufflclenliy 
[0005] In contrast, recently, it was revealed that the 
chemical reaction can be promoted by the light irradia- 
tion, These days, it was also found out that the Flahren's 
reaction is carried out by the assistance of the light ox- 
citation, in view of these facts, It is considered that tha 
light irradiation has a possibility to have any influence 
on the chemical reaction of the single-wall caibon nan- 
otubes (SWNTa), however, the Influence to the chemical 
reaction of the single-wall caibon nanotubes by the light 
Irradiation has been completely unl<nown so far, 
[0006] Then, In view of the above-mentioned circum- 
stances, the present Invention has been achieved, and 
Its object is to provide a method for selectively obtaining 
carbon nanotubes, capable of solving the problems of 
the conventional technique, having structures different 
from the structures of the carbon nanotubes to be van- 
ished by selectively combusting and vanishing carbon 
nanotubes of specific structures. 

Disclosure of invention 

[0007] in order to achieve the above-mentioned ob- 
ject, tha present invention firstly provides a method for 



2 

selecting structures for carbon nanotubes by the light 
Irradiation, characterized in selectively obtaining carbon 
nanotubes having structures different from ttie struc- 
tures of the cartoon nanotubes to be vanished by Irradi- 

s atlng carbon nanotubes with a light beam of single 
wavelength so as to have carbon nanotubes In a specific 
electron states In the axcltsd states, and oxidising and 
combusting the carbon nanotubes In the excited states 
by an oxygen or an oxidizing agent so as to vanish the 

10 same, 

[0008] The present Invention secondly provides the 
method for selecting structures for carbon nanotulsesby 
the light Irradiation according to the first invention, ohar- 
acterlzed In that the carbon nanotubes In the excited 
states are vanished by oxidizing and combusting at a 
temperature of 0»C or more and BOO'C or less. 
[0009] It thirdly provides the method for selecting 
structures for carbon nanotubes by the light Irradiation 
according to the first or second invention, characterized 

20 In that the oxidizing agent Is a hydrogen peroxide water, 
a nitric add or a potassium pemnanganate, 
[0010] It fourthly provides the method for selecting 
structures for carbon nanotubes by the light Irradiation 
according to any one of the first to third Inventions, ohar- 

2J acterlzed In that light beams having different wave- 
lengths are irradiated to the carbon nanotubes respec- 
tively for selectively oxidizing and combusting carbon 
nanotubes having specific structures corresponding to 
the wavelength of each light beam so as to vanish the 

^0 same. 

[0011] Furthermore, it fifthly provides the method for 
selecting structures for carbon nanotubes by the light 
Irradiation according to any one of the first to third in- 
ventions, characterized in that only carbon nanotubes 

3# having specific structures are seleollvely obtained by Ir- 
radiating the carbon nanotubes succesGlvely with a plu- 
rality of light beams having different wavelengths, 
[0012] Moreover, it sixthly provides the method for se- 
lecting structures forparbon nanotubes by the light Irra- 

40 diatlon according to any one of the first to fifth inven- 
tions, characterized In that the carbon nanotubes are 
single-wall carbon nanotubes. 



FIG 1 Is a graph showing an example of Raman 
spectra of an embodiment of the present Invention , 
»o FIG 2 Is a graph showing an example of absorption 
spectra of an embodiment of the present Invention. 
FIG 3 Is a graph showing an example of i=?aman 
spectra of another embodiment of the present In- 
vention. 

ss 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the invention 

[0014] The present Invention has the above-men- 
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tioned characteristics, and the embodiments thereof will 
be explained hereafter. 

[001 5] A method for selecting structures for carbon 
nanotubss by the light Irradiation accordinB to the 
present Invention Is largely characterized In selectively 
obtaining only carbon nanotubss having structures dif- 
ferent from the stmcluras of tha carbon nanotubes lo be 
vanished by Irradiating carbon nanotubes with a light 
beam of single wavelength so as to have carbon nano- 
tubes in specific electron states In the excited states by 
absorblngthe light beam, and oxidizing and combusting 
the carbon nanotubes In the excited states by an oxygen 
or an oxidizing agent so ae to vanish the same. At the 
time, the carbon nanotubes in the excited states can be 
vanished by preferably oxidizing and combusting at a 
temperature of 0°C or more and 500«C or lass. 
[0016] That Is, by Irradiating the carbon nanotubes 
with a light beam of a single wavelength, only carbon 
nanotubes having specific structures can be vanished 
by combustion at a low temperature of O'C or more and 
SOO'C or less, and as a result, carbon nanotubes having 
structures different from the carbon nanotubes to be 
vanished can be obtained seiei^tlvely. 
[001 7] As the light beam to be Irradiated to the carbon 
nanotubes, any light beam can be used as long as It is 
a single wavelength light beam, and it may be a laser 
light beam or a non laser light beam, fvloreover, in the 
case the carbon nanotubes are to be oxidized by an ox- 
ygen, It may be carried out in the atmosphere with the 
presence of an oxygen to the degree capable of oxidiz- 
ing the carbon nanotubes. For example, it may be In the 
atmosphere including not only the oxygen, such as In 
the air, In tha atmosphere Including the oxygen, carbon 
nanotubes of specific structures can be combusted in a 
temperature range of 100'C to 600°C, 
[0018] Moreover, on the other hand, ae en oxidizing 
agent for oxidizing the oartson nanotubes, an optional 
oxidizing agent can be used. In particular, a hydrogen 
peroxide water, a nitric acid or a potassium pemianga- 
nate can bo used preferably. For example. In the case 
a hydrogen peroxide water (concentration 1 0 to 30%) is 
used, carbon nanotubes of specific structures can be 
combusted and vanished In a range of O'C to 100°C, 
[001 9] As mentioned above, according to the method 
for se iecting structures for carbon nanotubes by the light 
irradiation of the present invention, since carbon nano- 
tubes having specific structures can be excited for pro- 
moting the oxidization thereof by irradiating the carbon 
nanotubes with a single wavelength light beam, and 
thereby the carbon nanotubes excited by heating at a 
low temperature can be combusted and vanished, car- 
bon nanotubes of a good quality, having specific struc- 
tures can be obtained without damaging the carbon na- 
notubes remaining without vanishing. 
[0020] M oreover, according to the method for select- 
ing structures for carbon nanotubes by the light Irradia- 
tion of the present invention, since tight beams of differ- 
ent wavelengths are Irradiated to the carbon nanotubes 
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for selectively oxidizing and combusting carbon naro- 
tutjee having specific structures corresponding to the 
wavelength of each light beam so as to vanish the same, 
cafbon nanotubes of neceasaty structures can option- 

s ally be obtained selectively. 

[0021] Furthermore, since a plurality of light beams 
having different wavelengths are Irradiated to the car- 
bon nanotubes successively, only carbon nanotubes 
having specific structures further limited compared with 

'0 the case of Irradiating with a light beam of a light beam 
of one wavelength can be obtained selectively. 
[0022] By using the above-mentioned method, car- 
bon nanotubes having the necoseary electric character- 
istics such Bs a metal and a semiconductor can seiec- 

IS lively be obtained easily, 

[0023] Tha method for selecting stnjctures for carbon 
nanotubes by the light irradiation according to the 
present invention can be carried out particularly for sin- 
gle-wall carbon nanotubes so that single-wall carbon 

^0 nanotubes having specific structures with the necessary 
electric characteristics can easily be obtained certainly, 
[0024] Hereinafter, with reference to the accompa- 
nied drawings, the embodiments of the present Inven- 
tion will be explained In further details. Of course the 
invention Is not limited to the examples herebelow, and 
It Is needless to say that various ambodlments can be 
used for the detBlls. 

Examples 

30 

<ExampiB 1> 

[0025] Single-wall carbon nanotubes produced by the 
HiPoo method as a method for synthesizing carbon na- 

30 notubes by heating a carbon monoxide at a high pres- 
sure (CO + CO C + COg) were treated with HCi for 
eliminating Fe, Then, light beams having 370 nm, 420 
nm, 500 nm and 620 nm wavelengths were used for the 
light in-adlation each at SZO'C for 2 hours In the air. 

*o [0026] The Raman spectra thereof are shown in FIG 
1 , As it is i<nown by the comparison with the case without 
the light irradiation, although a light beam having a 370 
nm wavelength does not influence the oxidization of the 
single-wall carbon nanotubes at all. tha light beams of 

^5 the other wavelengths promoted the oxidization of the 
single-wall carbon nanotubes having specific struc- 
tures. In the case a light beam of a 420 nm wavelength 
is Irradiated to the single-wall carbon nanotubes, as It is 
shown by the Raman spectrum, the single-wall carbon 

so nanotubes of a 0,98 nm diameter and a 1 .0 nm dIamatEr 
were completely vanished, and those of 1 .1 nm and 1 ,2 
nm diameters remained without vanishing, in the case 
of the Irradiation with a light beam of a 500 nm wave- 
length, although the single-waii carbon nanotubes of 

55 about 1 .0 nm and about 1 ,1 nm diameters were van- 
ished, on the other hand In this case, two novel single- 
wall carbon nanotubes of about 1 ,35 nm and about 1 .56 
nm diameters appeared. 
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[0027] Furthermore, as a result of oxecutlng the light 
Irradiation using a light b$am of a 820 nm wavelength, 
only single-wall carbon nanotubes of about a 1 .2 nm di- 
ameter remained, and the carbon nanotubea of the oth- 
er diameters were vanished. It was shown that the sub- s 
stantlally the same results were provided for the oxygen 
concentration and the kind of the chemical bond gf C 
and O regardless of the light Irradiation of the different 
wavelengths or without the light Irradiation In the all 
spaolmens formed by the HIPco method from the X ray io 
photo electron spsotroscopy (XPS). Thereby, It was 
learned that the vanished single-wall carbon nanotubas 
were combusted eeiectlvely Instead of the chemical re- 
action with the oxygen orthe formation of a carbonyl or 
a carboxyl compound, is 
[0028] Next, FIG 2 shows absorption spectra of the 
case without the light irradiation and the cases of the 
light Irradiation using light bsams of 370 nm, 420 nm, 
500 nm, and 620 nm wavelengths each at 320»C for 30 
minutes, Although the absorption spectrashowsthattha 20 
light Irradiation does not influence the band peak 
(corresponding to the first intermediate transition), the 
(corresponding to the second Intemiediate transi- 
tion) peak Intensity of 1 ,37 oV corresponds to single- 
wall carbon nanotubes of a 1 .2 nm diameter, with the se 
Intensity increased after the light Irradiation of 420 nm, 
500 nm or 620 nm, and the Sjj peak intensity of 1 .5 eV 
and 1 ,63 eV (corresponding to the single-wail carbon 
nanotubes of 1.1 nm and 1,0 nm diameters) were re- 
duced, 30 
[0029] These rssutts show that the light Irradiation 
promoted the oxidiiatlon of the alngie-wall carbon nan- 
otubes, and that a light beam of a epedfic wavelength 
selectively oxidized, combusted and vanished single- 
wall oarbon nanotubes of specific structures. us 

<; Example 2> 

[0030] Next, FIQ 3 shows the Raman spectra at the 
timo of placing ainglo-wall carbon nanotubes produced 40 
by the same method as in the example 1 in a hydrogen 
peroxide water, and executing the light Irradiation for 2 
minutes using a light beam having a 488 nm wavelength 
in the hydrogen peroxide water of 1 00*C. For the com- 
parlson, FIG 3 also shows the Raman spectrum in the 4f 
case without the light Irradiation In atatee with the single- 
wall carbon nanotubes placed In a hydrogen peroxide 
water of 100°C, 

[0031] As It Is apparent from FIG 3, In the case of the 
light Irradiation of a 468 nm wavelength, the peak at 200 so 

Is reduced, and In contrast, In the case without the 
light Irradiation, the Raman spectrum change was not 
observed before and after the process with the hydro- 
gen peroxide water, 

[0032] Therefore, the experiment results show that s« 
the light irradiation promotes the oxidization of the sin- 
gle-wall carbon nanotubes also in the case of using an 
oxidizing agent such as a hydrogen peroxide water, and 



It denotes that a light beam of a specific wavelength se- 
lectively oxidizes, combusts and vanishes single-wail 
carbon nanotubes of specific structures. 

Industrial Applicability 

[0033] Ae heretofore explained in detail, according to 
the present Invention, a method for selecting structures 
for oarbon nanotubes by the light irradiation, capable of 
selectively obtaining only carbon nanotubes having ape- 
oifio structunss by the light Irradiation and the combus- 
tion at a low temperature can be provided. 



Clalma 

1 . A method for selecting structures for cartJOh nano- 
tubes by the light irradiation, eharacterlxed In se- 
lectively obtaining carbon nanotubes having stmc- 
tures different from the structures of the carbon na- 
notubes to be vanished by irradiating carbon nano- 
tubes with a light beam of a single wavelength so 
as to have carbon nanotubes In specific electron 
states in the excited states, and oxidizing and com- 
busting the carbon nanotubes in the excited states 
by an oxygen or an oxidizing agent so as to vanish 
the same. 

2. The method for selecting structures for oarbon na- 
notubes by the light irradiation according to claim 1 , 
eharaeterlzed in that the carbon nanotubes in the 
excited states are vanished by oxidizing and com- 
busting at a temperature of O'C or more and 600°C 



3. The method for selecting structures for oarbon na- 
notubes by the light Irradiation according to claim 1 
or 2, characterized in that the oxidizing agant Is a 
hydrogen peroxide water, a nitric acid or a potassi- 
um pemnanganale. 

4. The method tor selecting structures for carbon na- 
notubes bythe light In-adlation accordlngto any one 
of claims 1 to 3, charocterlzad in that light beams 
having different wavelengths are irradiated to the 
carbon nanotubes respectively for selectively oxi- 
dizing, combusting and vanishing oarbon nano- 
tubes having specific structures corresponding to 
the wavelength ol each light beam, 

5. The method for selecting structures for carbon na- 
notubea by the light irradiation according to any one 
of claims 1 to 3, characterized In that only carbon 
nanotubes having specific structures are selectively 
obtained by irradiating the carbon nanotubes suc- 
cessively with a plurality of light beams having dif- 
ferent wavelengths. 
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6. The method for sslecting structures for carbon na- 
notubes by the light irradiation according to any one 
of claims 1 to 5, eharaotvrlzed In that the carbon 
nanotubes are singla-wali carbon nanotubes. 

10 
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Fig.1 
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Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 
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